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"be misled by false reports of the march of the enemy's forces, which reports, however, caused the loss of Paris ? After the affair of Saint Dizier, the Emperor's object was to make a diversion, to draw together all the enemy's forces, and to give a decisive battle, which should deliver Paris.
Information, which was subsequently ascertained to be false, induced Napoleon to march to meet the corps of Winzingerode with a force amounting only to ten thousand men, all cavalry. In his rear there was no infantry; in short, no army. The marches and countermarches requisite for this operation caused Napoleon to lose four days. This loss was irreparable.
Now that I have arrived at the period when we bade adieu to our days of glory, I must mention an occurrence which I think sufficiently important to claim a place in these (< Memoirs ;* I allude to the presentation to the city of Paris of the last colors taken by the Emperor from the enemy. It was a most imposing ceremony, and the recollection of it must still be vivid in the minds of many of my own age. I shall never forget what I felt on that occasion.
It was on a Sunday; the weather was superb for that season of the year, for it was then the end of February. An immense concourse of people thronged the quays of the Louvre, the Place du Carrousel, and the Rue de Rivoli. The Minister at War (Clarke), who already in his heart had pronounced against the colors which he bore in triumph, took a conspicuous part in the ceremony. The cortege passed along the Quay, the Place du Carrousel, and the Pont Royal, in admirable order. First came General Hulin and all his Staff, preceded by a numerous military band; then followed the Staff of the Gendarm-ery of Paris, the National Guard, and finally the ten flags, two of which were borne by officers of the Imperial Guard. I could not help remarking the expression which was imprinted on the countenances of these two men. It partook at once of the pride of triumph and the dejection which necessarily followed the reflection: THESE FLAGS WERE TAKEN FROM THE ENEMY ONLY TWENTY LEAGUES FROM PARIS ! The other eight flags were borne by four officers of the Line and four officers of the National Guard.ared to bestow on the piece the 23ied Sovereigns, andirs,e of his inscrutable looks;ainst 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
